No to Silence and Impunity for Online and Offline Slander and Harassment of Women
in Politics

The face of representative politics in Sri Lanka changed positively in the wake of the
parliamentary elections of 2024 with an unprecedented number of new MPs, including women
entering Parliament. Women’s representation almost doubled from 5% to 10%. There are now
22 women MPs, 19 of whom are from the National Peoples Power (NPP).

This is a significant advance, which adds to the gains made in women’s representation in local
government following the implementation of affirmative action in the form of the 25% quota
for women at local government elections held in 2018. We applaud the NPP and all other
parties which gave a high number of nominations to women and voter perceptivity which
positively acknowledged women’s achievements in the political sphere.

Yet despite this progress, misogynistic elements within and outside parliament have launched a
vicious campaign to undermine women elected to the new parliament. We note with concern
and strongly condemn the intense online vilification, slander and harassment to which prime
minister Harini Amarasuriya and MPs Kaushalya Ariyaratne and Nilanthi Kottahachchi have
been subjected. These attacks have followed in the wake of the slander and vilification of some
women candidates during the election campaign, including women belonging to ethnic and
religious minority groups who are typically underrepresented in Parliament, such as candidates
Mithilaichelvi (Tamil Makkal Kootani, Jaffna), Kaushalya Naren (Independent Committee 17,
Jaffna) and Umachandraa Prakash (SJB, Jaffna). The first transgender woman candidate Chanu
Nimesha also received intense backlash upon the announcement of her candidacy. These
attacks mimic a historical pattern of slander, harassment, and defamation faced by women in
politics from the national level to the local since the election of the first woman prime minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike. What is different from the past is the way in which sexist and
sexualised commentary against women is facilitated by and normalised within social media
platforms, and then disseminated to a wide audience, with perpetrators facing little or no
consequence.

The online and offline attacks against women candidates are made in a broader context in
which women politicians are expected to conform to certain norms of respectability that do not
apply to male politicians and where they are sexualised and objectified in ways that violate the
privacy, dignity and integrity of these women. Moreover, these attacks pose a threat to their
personal security. It also violates their right to equal and inclusive representation on equal
terms with men.

Such harassment and violations represent a refusal to accept women in positions of important
political and public office and within institutions of governance. It is clear that despite the
important progress made to date in relation to women’s representation, some men in our
society are threatened by women in political leadership and will go to great lengths to



undermine and block such leadership.

These attacks which challenge women'’s political representation and civic space, attempt to
restrict the activities of women and threaten to reverse the rights won by them. They are
insidious and must be stopped forthwith to ensure that women are not prevented from
standing for office in the forthcoming local government and provincial council elections.

Women'’s organisations in Sri Lanka have waged a long struggle since the late 1990s to increase
women’s representation in elected political bodies. For over 40 years, women'’s representation
in parliament stagnated at just over 5%. Women’s organisations attributed this abysmal
representation to the refusal of political parties to recognise and mentor women for political
leadership and their refusal to give nominations to women. In this context, the increase in
women’s representation in parliament without legally mandated affirmative action is an
achievement to be celebrated, even as political parties need to do much more to achieve parity
in representative politics.

Political parties and electors alike must recognise that the increased numbers of women both in
parliament and local government will enrich our democracy. If democracy is to be deepened and
strengthened, we need to protect the right of women to access political, public, and economic
spheres of decision making. This is critical if Sri Lanka is to find a way out of the current
economic crisis and build an inclusive and just democratic system of governance and a vibrant
progressive society.

We, the undersigned, condemn the attacks on women parliamentarians. We call on civil society
organisations to foster a transparent and responsible discourse on women in leadership and
educate their constituencies to critically engage with misinformation about women offline and
online. We also urge all political party leaders to educate their members at all levels to
recognise and respect the right of women to be treated with dignity in politics and the public
domain.

Gender-Based-Violence including sexist and sexualised commentary is part of a wider systemic
issue of violence against women and girls and needs to be addressed as such. Following recent
announcements on the withdrawal of fact checking on popular social media platforms by the
companies running these platforms and other measures -- framed as efforts to promote more
speech and minimise errors in moderating content -- this is a pivotal moment for CSOs to hold
tech and social media companies accountable. These platforms must ensure that their policies
and frameworks genuinely create inclusive and equitable online spaces, free from
discrimination, hostility or violence, while safeguarding freedom of expression.

We call on the government to lead by example by respecting gender equality and equity and
adopting a zero-tolerance policy on sexism and misogyny within state institutions as well as
within its party structures and amongst its members. This is imperative to prevent and counter
hate speech against women. Further, the government should ensure that legal protections for



women are implemented and perpetrators of sexual and gender violence are held accountable.
Endorsed by

Organizations:

. Alliance for Minorities

. Centre for Equality and Justice

. Center for Social Concerns, Ja-ela

. Dabindu Collective

. Eastern Social Development Foundation

. Equal Ground

. Everystory Lanka

. Family Planning Association Sri Lanka (FPASL)

. Heart to Heart Lanka

. International Centre for Ethnic Studies

. Law and Society Trust

. Mannar Women's Development Federation

. Movement for the Defence of Democratic Right
. Muslim Women Development Trust

. Rajarata Praja Kendraya, Olukaranda, Kekirawa
. Rural Development Foundation

. Sisterhood Initiative

. Social Scientists' Association

. Suriya Women's Development Centre, Batticaloa
. Uva Wellassa Women Organization

. Women and Media Collective

. Women's Action Network

. Women'’s Education and Research Centre

. Women'’s Resource Center, Kurunegala

. Women's Solidarity Network (WSN)
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Individuals

. Ambika Satkunanathan

. Anberiya Hanifa - Muslim Women's Research and Action Forum
. Anuratha Rajaretnam

. Anushka Kahandagamage - Freelance Researcher

. Anushka Opatha - Women and Media Collective

. Avanthi Kalansooriya

. Balasingham Skanthakumar

. Cayathri Divakalala - Researcher

. Chamila Thushari - Dabindu Collective
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10. Chulani Kodikara - Polity, Editorial Collective

11. Crystal Baines - Social Scientists' Association

12. Dimithri Wijesinghe - Attorney-at-law

13. Dr. Radhika Coomaraswamy

14. Emeritus Prof. Jayadeva Uyangoda

15. Emeritus Prof. Savitri Goonesekere

16. Godfrey Puvindra Yogarajah - Chairman, Asia Evangelical Alliance

17. G.G. Rupa Gamage - Rajarata Praja Kendraya, Senior Program Coordinator 18. Indrani

Kusumalatha - Community Encouragement Foundation (CEF), Executive Director 19. Jayanthi

Kuru-Utumpala

20. Jensila Majeed

21. Jithsara Jayasinghe - Asst. Projects Officer, Equal Ground

22. Juwariya Mohideen

23. K. Somawathie

24. Kamini Rathnayake

25. Kumudini Samuel - Women and Media Collective

26. Linuri Munasinghe — Attorney at Law

27. Mahaluxmy Kirushanthan

28. Marisa De Silva

29. Mario Gomez

30. Menasha Samaradiwakara - Women and Media Collective

31. Misha'ari Weerabangsa - Delete Nothing

32. Minupama Kariyawasam - Projects Officer, Equal Ground

33. Nabeela Igbal

34. Nalini Rathnarajah - Women's Human Rights Defender, Women's Development
Innovators

35. Nelun Gunasekara

36. Prof Neloufer de Mel

37. Prof. Sumathy Sivamohan - University of Peradeniya

38. R.M.S Rathnayake - Rajarata Praja Kendraya, Director Executive

39. Dr. Ramani Jayasundara

40. Rohini Hensman - Writer and Independent Scholar

41. Rosanna Flamer-Caldera - Executive Director, Equal Ground

42. Rupa Gamage — Rajarata Praja Kendraya

43. Sakuntala Kadirgamar — Law and Society Trust

44, Sarala Emmanuel - Feminist Researcher and Activist, Batticaloa

45. Senura Randeniya - Women and Media Collective

46. Shani Asokan

47. Shelani Palihawadana - Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka

48. Shreen Saroor

49. Shiranee Mills

50. Shyamala Gomez — Centre for Equality and Justice
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Shyamini Thayalan

Sonali Gunasekara - FPASL, Advocacy Director

Sonali Silva - Co-chair, SheDecides

Sumika Perera

Tehani Ariyaratne

Thahira Cader

Tharanga De Silva — Women and Media Collective

Thérése Onderdenwijngaard - Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Thushara Madahapola — Movement for the Defence of Democratic Right
Vanamali Galappatti — Women and Media Collective

Vanie Simon - Women's Change Action Network

Widya Kumarasinghe

Zainab Hassen - Yellowdot, Founder

Shyadhah Zaara Nizamudeen - At Humanity Sri Lanka
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ATHwedlev 2. ¢6Tem  QUENSHEHSHEG  HlsHlmeoullsd  LOMID  CHWTS
WarQar(&sUUGL SugTm WLHMID ASTHHINGE eN&ESULBLD & 6worL 6060
allevs @ WMHMIL mWE &THHM6eL HFTHHLGUITLD.

2024 gD Qe UMPTEBLEINS GCHIHL&EMET ABHSHSH Qeomeamnsuiled LNJHHHS e
STHWedeT (PHD  FTHHLMS  LIOIWG. (WPETQeiCUTHILD  @ebeond  eumsUTled  QLIcwIr
2 MILNEITTSHET 2 6O MIGEOTSH S& 6T6HeTNSHENSHUITETT LSl 2 MILTN6STTSHET LIMITEHLO6TMLD
Beowhgery. Cueauseilssr LNgHHSHGGHQID HLHH L 5% @QeOBHEH 10% H%d QUlilgli
SiH&HlenU ML HEHGH. HHCUTGH 22 QUGG LTTTEELOETIMD 2 MILILTNESIISHET 2 6166, SieUj&HeTeL
19 Guy CHAW &S F&Sleml (NPP) G&IJHS6UTSHATTEUI].

Qs @k GOUILSH558 (WaICaIHMMGL. @& 2018 @60 BHL UMM 2 6Tl s
GCoI560&6aMeL QLTS EHSHSITET 25% SIS 1q60T 6l aUGHH6L 2 MISITET [HL6IG &6MEHEDIL
Sl(WeoLRSHHWMDUIS QHTLHE 2 6TeapIm&uiled Quesiget LNFHHHSHIUGHHD Sl 65
BETEDDSHEHHS 6UVIFCETHGD (b QILUWIDTE HEMDHSIETETG. CUAISELSHES ASHSeTeUT6s
Caul Lngm|ssemeT  QURIGWISHTE NPP  (LP6ITEIaiN&H@GLD, SITFEL Il L HHed  Cluesmseiest
SIOLYSEREG @(h CHILMMUITET SRSSTID HOL &S SMPEUILTS HNOHS 6UTSSTENT]
2 _6UUTT6Y&SEMEMU|LD BITD UMPTL(BeusM@ SLemLILL (ReTGenTLd.

Abs (WICHIMHMEHHSG WHHUNVID, UTITEHLHIMSSHHESG 2 enGearud  GleuafNGuiu|bd
QewmUBLD YEITHES LGS LS LTITELLETMSHMNGS CHIHOHHEHSLILLL QL6TISmern
ST SMPSHHID €@ Sw NFFMSHHeL S Hyean® QFWMLEGaImS TDLDTED UG T60TEHE
W& 1NJHWLT amfletn Srgflil WHMID UTHTEHLO6TD 2 MILN6TISTTET Q&6 60T
Spilwggen  wOHMID  Heohd CaTLLTaMEN PACWTHEGS dHITE CmesTeTeniuL L
hsphemer  HMimUUGSSHEL, SUHIM WLOMID  CQSHTHSHTUSMET BHITD  HEUEVU|L 65T
SluG eS8 QU (b 6UGIL 60T SIHHAS S TT6nT 610G o mISlwimeot &6U0TL_ 6318608
QeueNuUBSHHHCOMD. HLHG LUMITEHLO6TNS C&HJHe06T GCuTg CUTHL SiaTe] NTHHSSHHeID
QIRISLIUL NS, LOMHMID WGHEF HMILTTNLEG GD&&Hmall NTSHsGgauDd Qeuig GCumiquil L
Quettt Ceul_umenjgemen Hemevd QFeLaN (HLOID LD&SH6T Fol L 6wl WITLPLILITEUOILD), C&H6Tdeoum
BCreT (HCWIL6nE @D 17, WMPLILTERID) WMHMID 2 DTEFHSTT NISHM6 (SIB, WIMLPLILITEIUILD)
SLECWITT 2 6MeM_hIGe0NS QL6 CaulUmeajeE@pdh@& 61HImse (P6TReT(GéSUIULL UGN
MHMID HMIMLLILGSSHL FHTEGHL&aM6 QHTLJFALTSEC §HCUTMSIUI CILIGTIT LITTITELO6TM
2 MIUN6T&ET  (THJCSHTATEHD SHTEHGHHLSHE@HD  MIDhGHI6Ternenr. (LPHeL Hl(pHhIenG  CILIGTIT
Geulumemy  &meml  HCWeagmed &met  CUTL QUL eeTansns  NaNSHMmESH QST JhHE
gogoner  etHjlenL  FHAHHETT. QHS SHTHGSHOLSHET (PGHL Cuetor LNFHLOF  AMorGeur
LeILMTIBTWSS CHIHESHSSUIULL Hed([hhg CHE L L HHL @Q@hhH& 2 61eap DL L LD 6leni)
SITAILEOIL CUETIIGHET THTCHTETEHLD SeUSHIMI, HlETUMIHHEL WOHMID BHCUWIHEES SHEThISHLD
almenalldsed g elweummiest eugeonmm Curdensll NTHUOILSTS 6D SIET6ENT6T.. &,l_g,g,
5rr6ug,5]6\‘)1@[_5g,1 CoumiuL_g| ameajmmne\) QUESEh&HE 6THITesT  LIMEOILIEL  LOMHMILD
LIMeOILIEL 6UITEIITENEIT FCLNS 261 & GONMMISEHHG6T 6TaMNGTHSLILL (B QuicoUmSSLIUL(h, LI6dTeory
ughHs UTFmeUILITaTI&E@H&H@ UTLUULUGEDS, GOoeunai&er SMgete| LG  6hS
alenenesHamand THFESTeTaTaNeLmev. Qeueummmet Henew SL[hF HTeLGHSIEL HeveUATELEM6.

Quegor gmeﬂu.mbeur@&@é:@ g8  THITS @&@@mmuﬁﬂgm Chrnd Senmmsaiebd
@QLDEUMID  HTEGSHLSHET 65 UIHE HOMDMEUS ST 6TelTSH 2 6Tenewr,  GlLIGHu
STEWLUTHGET L THE Qi Gsnsvm@m 61601 THILUMISSLULGLD GSOUINLL Q&HemyeusGIL 65T
QBTLJUHL W QBOI(DEOMEET 60 THWLUTHSET L THEH CFLW  Ceuswor(RLd  6T6wr
THTUMTSSLIL(H6UH6LEm6V. GLoeyiLd, QUI6TITS 61T umeduleoLI(BG&H S LI L QuUTBL&enms
CopmésUup @hg Hpenwelsdd Seaufsafstt Q&engeud WMHMIDL CHhismd 666 LMeVISHE
2 UG SSLILGE6Tm6T.



A& HmS I Q&MHST6Y & EhHLD LBmeL & ErpLD SIS ML useN&eaney|b 3 €560 &
HMIQETTRIS EhSG6TEBLD CLGTIGET JOHMIGQSBTETOTUILL MGG Hemevsnil 6Tn&HEG GCaMgLl (Hs
SMLGRHMEG. Quettgeile NTHHSGHaID QFHTLIND QFHieueny (PSHILILDTEN (L eSTGETDMIMISET
SiemL WUl Berer Heneouiled, 610G FCLPSHSHSH0 2 66T eV YIS ELHSG ClLGISaMN6T HFHUIL
SHOELMDSGHOID — SFFMSHHONE  SMEHIDG.  SUATOITET  HEMEVEMLDSHHIOUSHNS
GOOLSHILGSG 2 L URSHS LOHMID $EHES SUTHET 61HS 6TLMELGGD CF0G SUIMTTHGE
2 _6iTerennl] 6T6oTLIG QGeafleunss QFH&H6TME).

Quetniseilest TS NIHHHSH D WLOMID GLQUILIED ST TETLUMMMD  FUTISHE
2 LUGSHID QHhS SHTEHGH0&6, QLTSN BHL GG EHMEBSHMET SLBLUUGSHSOUD, HEUTSH6IT
Qeuettm 2 flemw&emnem  QeLOMASTAGGD SNFFMGHHD N&SHETUTHES  SHTEUILILI(H S 6OTM6IT.
HJQUIBLD 2 6TeapITLS OMID WISTEFmLUS CHIHL&HaN Quettder GUTL IquN(helams
o MG QFIIWL BUIIEHFSHSHHETND Q&ML @QeleuTmmsaeuj&Haiest QFWMUTHS6T 2 L 6wTlq Ui
Wy es5y Qsmssn(heurliuL. Geuewar(hLb.

ST&lweL  gemwLiseiled  Queamsefet LNIHRHSHUHME AHSHILUGDES 1990  SHerlledt
NHUGHUNL @Q@he Qeomensuiled  Queuge Hmieueimise B  CUTITL L $60g%
WeTQeT(hH&  UHATMET. 40 YBNHHEHSHGSD GLeLNs, UMJTELHLO6TMS S0  CILIGTIS61Tl6oT
NrHHHSGHUD Qeumid 5% &G SAHGWLTS CHEHMLHSHGH STEILILGEHGIDS. THUICL
SHEMELMDSHHUSGIHG CUEISHMET SMESHEHEH QUNSTLL T &SLASHET MG
QUMHAIMBUID QUETTSHEFSG Call LD@I&EHemeT  allphis  isnel  SaHSH  el(HEUMSGILD
QaHGHW  SMIEIMIGETES  QLEIISET  HMIQUETRIGET  (LDESTEMeUSHSH6TME.  QeUUTMTET  62(Ih
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siNeplLeb BDd Camilésms aN(h&HHCOMLD. QLIS JFHUIOD Q&HaMTeusSSIL 65T HL SSLILIL
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SEUUGHGLD  THIULFHGL  AUSWIDTETHTGSLD. CgId, QUENSERSHE  FL LI Hiimer
UTSISMLLSET  KemLLUmGU|D  UmeLhlemey  SigliLenLulled  SmDHS  6U6T(LPMMUTED
FhHUGUITSET QUTDILILSGFamIIMmSUILD TEFTRIGD 2 MIH G Ceueu @b,



